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Report on smallpox in MeMinn and Polk counties, Tenn. 

Mobile, Ala. , December 20, 1901. 

Sir : In obedience to orders of December 11 to "proceed to Athens, 
MeMinn County, and Ducktown, Polk County, Tenn., and confer with 
health authorities as to smallpox situation," I have the honor to report 
that I reached Athens on the morning of the 14th. 

There is no smallpox in the town of Athens. Owing to heavy rains, 
the streams were so swollen as to be impassable on Saturday. Sunday 
morning, in company with the county health officer, Dr. Gus Shippley, 
drove 12 miles south of Athens, where we saw a number of cases of 
smallpox. These were mostly mild, but in one or two the disease was 
quite severe. There were 24 cases in all, entirely confined to negroes. 
The source of the infection was easily traced, viz, about six weeks 
since, during the beginning of the smallpox scare at Ellijay, 2 women 
ran away from the latter place and went to Stumptown, a negro settle- 
ment 12 miles south of Athens, and from these 2 cases the disease spread 
until 24 people were infected. Just twelve months ago, December, 
1900, I saw a number of cases of smallpox in Hiawassa, Ducktown, 
Tenn. At that time I traced the infection into the adjoining State of 
North Carolina. In August of the present year I went to Jasper, Nel • 
son, and Tate, Ga., on the A. K. & N. E. R., 35 miles south of Duck- 
town. Here I saw a number of cases of smallpox, which were traced 
to Ducktown. 

In November I went to Ellijay, Ga., where the disease had been intro- 
duced from Jasper. Prom Ellijay, Ga., the disease goes back to Athens 
and Ducktown, Tenn. From Athens I went to Ducktown. 

Ducktown includes Ducktown Station, Ducktown Post-Oflice, Isabella, 
McKay, Copper Hill, Hiawassa, and one or two other villages, all being 
post-offices, but all in the 10 miles square included in Ducktown. 

At McKays station I saw 2 well-marked cases of smallpox and was 
informed that there were 2 more, which I did not see. These were 
traced directly to Ellijay. 

At Hiawassa there is some chicken pox, but I saw no smallpox. This 
was the place where I saw the disease in December, 1900. 

The disease is mild and while most of the physicians generally agree 
on the diagnosis, one or two will hold out that it is not smallpox. This 
difference of opinion causes the county authorities to decline to spend 
any money to suppress the disease until they get a satisfactory opinion. 
At Athens I met both the county and city authorities and talked over 
the situation and they have gone to work in earnest isolating, vaccina- 
ting and disinfecting. At McKays station I met Dr. Rogers, the chief 
surgeon of the extensive copper and iron works, and a number of the 
board of health, also four or five .other physicians. Only 1 of these 
doubted the diagnosis and I think he was convinced. 

Respectfully, W. P. McIntosh, 

Surgeon, U. 8. M. R. 8. 

Arrival at Baltimore of vessels from West Indian ports. 

Baltimore, Md., December 21, 1901. 
Sir : I have to report the arrival at this port, for the week ended 
to-day, of the following-named vessels, from the ports named : Decem- 
ber 16, Norwegian steamship Tjomo, from Santiago de Cuba, with ore. 
December 18, Norwegian steamship Helga, from Santiago de Cuba, with 
ore. 

Respectfully, Wat. F. Stone, Collector. 



